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f.1 . (C)  We  delivered  ref  tel  demarche  on  March  2 0 to  MFA 
section  chief  for  Zimbabwe  Andrey  Stolyarov,  who  said  that 
Russia  shared  U.S.  concerns  over  the  illicit  diamond  trade  in 
Zimbabwe  and  hoped  that  the  new  government  in  Harare  would  be 
able  to  effectively  address  the  issue.  He  avoided  addressing 
the  argument  that  if  military  commanders,  ZANU-PF  members, 
and  Mugabe  himself,  personally  benefited  from  the  illicit 
diamond  trade,  it  seemed  unlikely  that  they  would  let  a 
government  led  by  an  opposition  leader  curtail  their 
financial  windfall.  Stolyarov  said  that  the  GOR  would  wait 
until  a Kimberly  Process  mission  to  Zimbabwe  made  its  report 
before  making  further  judgments  on  the  situation. 

12.  (C)  Stolyarov  told  us  that  the  MFA  was  not  aware  of  any 
improper  contacts  between  Russian  businesses  and  the 
Zimbabwean  entities  in  control  of  the  country's  diamonds.  He 
explained  that  the  diamond  industry  was  a "very  sensitive" 
issue  in  Russia,  and  closely  monitored  by  the  Ministry  of 
Finance.  It  was  no  secret  that  Harare  had  reached  out  to 
Alrosa,  Russia's  state-owned  diamond  monopoly,  about  working 
with  the  Zimbabwe  diamond  industry,  but  the  current  situation 
precluded  any  such  consideration.  Stolyarov  explained  that 
Alrosa,  which  had  a great  deal  of  experience  in  Africa  and 
was  currently  working  in  Angola,  was  watching  developments 
closely . 
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